


A warm welcome to you all,

After nearly three decades of volunteering across 
Farnborough and Aldershot, I remain deeply
inspired by the compassion and generosity of our 
community. From individuals to businesses, the
kindness I’ve witnessed has been truly heartwarming.

I arrived in the UK in December 1997, knowing only my 
husband. As a newcomer, volunteering
helped me connect, contribute, and find my place. As 
our family grew—eventually to a full football
team with a coach and manager! I continued 
volunteering, often with my children by my side. It
helped me stay engaged and avoid the isolation 
many new parents face.

My community involvement deepened over the years, 
leading to my election as a local councillor in
2018 and, eventually, to the honour of serving as 
Mayor of Rushmoor for 2024/25. Though politics
wasn’t my plan, my goal has always been to make a 
difference.

Founder’s Message -             
Mara Makunura The Pride of Rushmoor Community Awards was born 

from a desire to recognise the unsung heroes
among us. With Rushmoor celebrating its 50th 
anniversary, it felt like the perfect time to honour the
individuals, businesses, charities, and groups who 
make our community special.

This year, we’ve also chosen to recognise key service 
providers those who keep us safe, supported,
and connected rekindling the spirit of unity we felt 
during the pandemic.

Now a registered Community Interest Company, 
incorporated on 2 January 2025, coincidentally,
also one of my son’s birthday! our mission is to 
celebrate excellence and inspire kindness annually.

Thank you to our generous sponsors, supporters, and 
the six independent judges who carefully
reviewed all 421 entries. Congratulations to our 
winners and every nominee for the incredible work
you do.

Let’s continue to honour kindness, celebrate our 
community, and uplift the unsung heroes who
make Rushmoor shine.

Mara Makunura



Farnborough Airport is proud to sponsor the Pride of 
Rushmoor Community Awards, reflecting our 
commitment to making a positive impact locally.

As Europe’s leading business aviation airport and the 
birthplace of British aviation, Farnborough offers five-
star service, and unmatched privacy just minutes 
from London.

Passengers enjoy a seamless, premium experience 
with concierge support, private lounges, and family-
friendly amenities, including pet travel services. With 
health and wellbeing a priority, business aviation at 
Farnborough ensures safe, flexible, and efficient travel.

farnboroughbusinesspark.co.uk
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Farnborough Business Park is a high-quality business 
park located in Farnborough. Spanning 46.5 hectares, 
the business park comprises 14 commercial buildings, 
including nine office buildings, two car showrooms, a 
mixed-use office and industrial building, and two 
cafes. Farnborough Business Park is also the first in 
the world to achieve a Fitwel 3-star accreditation, 
recognising its unwavering support for health, well-
being, and environmental responsibility.

Diamond Sponsor - 
Farnborough Business Park

Diamond Sponsor - 
Farnborough Airport







Serco are proud supporters of the 
Pride of Rushmoor Community Awards 2025
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Sponsor - Toucan

Sponsor - JD Printing

Venue Sponsor - Village Hotel





Judges
Reverend Coleen kusi Agyapong

Dedicated mother, supportive wife, 
and an associate Pastor in 
Salvation clinic international 
ministries

Graham Brookland

CEO of the Army Football 
Association, Member of the 
Football Association Council, and 
Co-Founder of Aldershot Town 
Football Club

Maria Young

Headmistress at Farnborough Hill 
School, previously Director of Music 
and an Advanced Skills Teacher

Andrew Colver OBE

Director of his own company, 
providing consultancy services to 
local government and other public 
sector organisations

Jo Redman

Executive Headteacher across 
Westfields Infant School and 
Westfields Junior School in Yateley

Mark Sanderson

Group Corporate Responsibility 
Manager at Farnborough Airport, 
Member of the Social Value Team 
and is involved with much of the 
Airport’s work in the community



Expert in Sports, Football, and 
Corporate Events, Will Phillips, 
founder of WilPhilms Ltd, is a skilled 
videographer, editor, and 
interviewer with expertise in sports, 
football, and corporate media. 

A Bournemouth University Media 
Production graduate, Will has spent

 the past four years mastering visual storytelling and 
delivering professional, high-quality content                        
tailored to diverse client needs.

M: 07493 539569
E: will@willphilms.co.uk
W: www.willphilms.co.uk

Today, we have Paul Marcus hosting 
the Awards. Paul is best known as 
the former Managing Director of the 
much loved, local radio station, 
Eagle Radio. During that time, they 
became famous for their support of 
the local community with initiatives 
including Surrey & Hampshire’s 
Local Hero Awards. He also created 

The Eagle Radio Trust which raised over one-hundred 
thousand pounds for local worthy causes. Paul is a 
well-known figure locally and hosts regularly at 
Aldershot Town Football Club alongside local charity 
events such as The Children of Courage Awards 
alongside business events such as The Surrey 
Business Expo. Paul is immensely proud to be part
of tonight’s Pride of Rushmoor team.

Our Supporters
Main Photographer/

Videographer - WilPhilms

Our Supporters
Event MC -  Paul Marcus



Tonight’s Menu

 

PoRCA 2025 – Menu Selection 

Starter 

Creamy Tomato Soup 

Main Course 

Lemon and Tarragon Chicken served with Potatoes, Green Vegetables and Gravy 

Vegetarian Option 

Stuffed Peppers served with Roasted Potatoes, Steamed Vegetables, and a Rich Tomato Sauce 

Dessert 

Sticky Toffee Pudding 

Vegetarian Alternative: Lemon Sorbet 



Tonight’s Programme


